
Pushpa 

Pushpa is disabled by birth; her right leg is half cut. There is a school in her village where 

she studied till the 4th standard. She has a brother and a sister. She got married to Saroj 

from Puri. Danai didn’t have any agricultural land or a house of his own, he lives at his 

sister’s place since his parents were not alive. Despite of knowing all of this, Pushpa’s 

parents married her off to him. He worked on someone else’s field as a farmer. After 

their wedding, the newlywed couple started living in Pushpa’s sister in-law’s house, who 

was not a good person. After Saroj would come back from work, his sister would feed 

him cooked up stories about Pushpa and make him beat her. In the meantime, Pushpa 

got pregnant. However, the baby died in the womb, and this happened during the 

second time she got pregnant as well. Saroj and his sister tortured Pushpa a lot with this 

regard, both mentally and physically.  

People said that she has some disease, albeit nobody took her to a doctor, nor tried to 

treat her. She was made to do all the household chores nevertheless, and was beaten 

and scolded if she made any mistakes. Eventually, she became pregnant for the third 

time. This time around, her parents took her back to their home and took care of her. 

She gave birth to a daughter there but the newborn also died in a matter of days. 

Pushpa knew that if she goes back to her husband, he would kill her, so she declined the 

idea. In fact, her husband and his sister did not want her back either. From that day 

onwards, she has been living in her parents’ house. Her father died, and she now lives 

with her mother, brother, and his wife. Pushpa’s fellow villagers gave her the 

opportunity to become the cook for the village school, and she cooked mid-day meals 

for the children there, thereafter. 

Presently, the Akshaya Patra mid-day meal scheme is being carried out, so schools need 

not hire individual cooks. Pushpa now distributes the food and earns Rs. 1000 per 

month. It’s been 3 years since her husband’s death.  She’d gone to live at his place to 



complete his crematory rituals, and returned 15 days later. Her sister in-law also died, 

leaving behind her children. She does not get disability pension, but receives a widow 

pension of Rs. 300 per month. As a result, she is no longer a burden for anybody. She 

earns adequate amount of money to looks after herself. 

 


